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Both Africans and Americans have a 

great deal to lose—and perhaps even 
more to gain—by addressing environ-
mental issues on the African Con-
tinent. These are not easy issues, but 
we must proceed as we would with any 
long-term security concern—with sen-
sitivity, determination, and wisdom. If 
we do so, generations of Africans—and 
Americans—will benefit from a sus-
tainable, diverse, and thriving natural 
world. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
appreciate the opportunity to speak on 
this issue at this time. 

Mr. DORGAN addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to proceed for 20 
minutes in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF SENATOR 
KASSEBAUM 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I likely 
will not have an opportunity to take 
the floor of the Senate again while the 
Senator from Kansas is in the Cham-
ber. She just finished a discussion on a 
foreign policy issue, but I did want to 
say while I am in the Chamber and she 
is in the Chamber that this institution 
is going to miss her service. 

There is a lot of discussion these 
days about the bickering between Re-
publicans and Democrats, and the 
American people do not like to see 
that; they want to see a Congress that 
serves the interests of the American 
people. They want to see Democrats 
and Republicans think through ideas 
and work together to find the right 
course for our future. 

Senator KASSEBAUM is one of those 
people in Congress, recognized by ev-
eryone serving here as an extraor-
dinary Senator who cares a great deal 
about this country and has contributed 
immensely to this country’s better-
ment. I for one have felt privileged to 
serve with her in the Senate while I 
have been here, and I will miss her. 

f 

A COMPETITION OF IDEAS 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I men-
tion the issue of ideas. It is a Presi-
dential year. The Constitution of our 
country, drafted a couple of hundred 
years ago in a little room over in Con-
stitution Hall by the Framers of the 
Constitution, described that every 
even-numbered year in our country the 
American people would grab the steer-
ing wheel and have an election and the 
American people would decide in which 
direction this country moved. It was 
not going to be a decision by a bunch of 
elitists, a bunch of big business folks, a 
bunch of labor people, a bunch of inves-
tors. It was going to be a decision by 
the American people to grab the Amer-
ican steering wheel with their vote and 
decide which way this country would 
move. It was quite an extraordinary 

thing. The late Claude Pepper used to 
call it the miracle in the Constitution 
every even-numbered year. 

What I expect the Framers of this de-
mocracy hoped would be is that in 
these elections we would have a com-
petition of ideas, ideas advanced by dif-
ferent candidates from different posi-
tions, saying this is what we believe 
will advance the interests of our coun-
try. This is what we believe will im-
prove America. 

Regrettably, American politics and 
American elections have become much 
less a competition of ideas than a com-
petition of slash and burn, 30-second 
ads telling the American people or peo-
ple in a State or district how awful 
someone might be, how terrible some-
one has been, instead of what are my 
ideas, what do I think will improve this 
country. 

I hope this election will be different. 
I guess there is no reason to believe it 
will be different until the American 
people decide to change elections in 
this country by saying to those who 
wage negative campaigns that we will 
not vote for you. 

The minute negative campaigns do 
not work they will not be used. People 
use what works. Negative campaigns 
work, and they are used extensively, 
with great devastating effect in our 
country these days. 

There was a debate about 2 years ago 
in a congressional district that I read 
about that I thought was quite fas-
cinating. The two candidates for Con-
gress came to the debate and were told 
by the debate organizers, by the way, 
we have a very simple, unusual rule 
that you will have to adhere to. The 
rule is in this debate between two peo-
ple aspiring to be Members of Congress, 
you may not mention your opponent. 
You may not be critical of the other 
person in the debate, requiring there-
fore in this debate for you to spend 
your time telling the people what it is 
you stand for, what it is you intend to 
fight for, what you believe in. 

I understand it was a fascinating dis-
cussion because it moved from a debate 
about which is the worst candidate to a 
debate about ideas, a competition of 
ideas and issues. I would like to see if 
we cannot get our political system 
back to a description of that kind of 
politics. 

Having said all that, I am going to 
talk a little about the tax cut proposal 
offered by Senator Dole, not because I 
think Senator Dole is a bad candidate. 
I do not. I disagree with the ideas he is 
proposing, and I am going to describe 
why. Then I am going to talk about the 
ideas I think ought to be proposed to 
make this a better country. 

I have said many times and will 
again now that Senator Dole was a re-
markable Senator and contributed a 
great deal to this country in his public 
service. I happen to think Jack Kemp 
was an excellent public servant and has 
contributed a lot to this country. It is 
a credible team competing for the 
Presidency. I happen to disagree with 

the central idea on which they are run-
ning. I am going to talk a little about 
it and then talk about what I think we 
ought to be discussing. 

The proposal that is advanced first 
and foremost is an across-the-board tax 
cut. It is, 2 months from the election, 
a proposal that says vote for us be-
cause we propose a 15-percent across- 
the-board tax cut. 

That sounds attractive, and if we 
were not bound by issues like you 
should not increase the Federal deficit, 
I would propose a 25- or 50-percent tax 
cut. Why settle for 15? Why not propose 
a 50-percent tax cut or 75-percent tax 
cut? But we are bound by something 
else. We are bound by a requirement 
that we have a fiscal policy that is in 
some reasonable balance. 

We are told that a proposal for a 15- 
percent across-the-board tax cut will 
result in a substantial benefit to all 
Americans and a balanced budget as 
well—a deficit that is coming down to 
a balance. 

I was thinking about that last 
evening, and I thought I would show 
my colleagues what some feel is believ-
able in our country. 

I receive a lot of mail, as do all 
Americans. You open your postal box 
these days, and it is full of all kinds of 
unsolicited mail. Here is a letter I got 
from Dorothy Addeao. I do not know 
Dorothy Addeao from a cord of wood, 
never met her, never heard of her be-
fore. But she wrote to me to say this: 
‘‘It’s my pleasure to be the bearer of 
glad tidings. In just 5 weeks, we are 
scheduled to announce Byron L. Dor-
gan’’—that is me—‘‘is the winner of the 
1995 $10 million super prize in Pub-
lisher’s Clearing House.’’ 

Now, it was not that she just wrote 
to me and said that they were going to 
announce that I had won $10 million, 
the super prize. She also sent me a cer-
tificate, and it is stamped, has my 
name right here. It says, ‘‘$10 million.’’ 
My number by the way was 00016780. 

Then she signed it. 
That was not all. I mean, that is 

pretty improbable, I suppose, that 
someone would write to me and tell me 
I won $10 million. 

But I got another letter. This one 
was from Sweepstakes Priority. They 
told me that BYRON DORGAN wins a Ha-
waiian vacation and a new Lexus auto-
mobile. They have a number on it, and 
they said the Lexus automobile is set 
aside for my use, mine free. I thought 
that is pretty improbable—you win $10 
million and then a trip to Hawaii and a 
Lexus. 

Then I got a letter from Time maga-
zine, down in Tampa, FL. It says, ‘‘The 
results are in. Byron L. Dorgan’’—that 
is me again—‘‘has won one of our two 
latest $1,666,675.00 prizes.’’ And then 
underneath it says, ‘‘Byron L. Dorgan, 
winner, $1,666,675.00,’’ and then it says, 
‘‘payment ready. Elizabeth Matthews.’’ 
I do not know Elizabeth Matthews 
from a cord of wood; never met her. 
But out of the blue she tells me I won 
$1.6 million. 
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